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Welcome to the Florida Heritage Awards Ceremony.  Florida 
Heritage Month is the time of year that we recognize the 
importance of our state’s culture and heritage, as well as the 
contributions of   individuals and organizations.  Between 
March 15 and April 15, Florida residents are encouraged 
to experience and celebrate the wealth of historical sites, 
cultural activities, and library programs throughout this great 
state. 

Tonight we celebrate and honor the achievements of 
Floridians who are being recognized for their outstanding 
talents and excellence in preserving Florida’s heritage and 
cultural arts.  We hope that you enjoy this evening’s activities, 
while enhancing your own appreciation of Florida’s rich and 
diverse heritage.

We invite you to explore activities in your area by visiting 
www.FloridaHeritageMonth.com.



2

Florida Heritage Month 
2011 Awards Ceremony & Reception 

Wednesday, March 23, 2011

Awards Ceremony begins 7:00 p.m.

R. A. Gray Building
500 South Bronough Street

Tallahassee, Florida 
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2011 Florida Folk Heritage Awards

George Soffos is a widely recognized master of the 
bouzouki, a distinctive Greek guitar that is similar to the 
mandolin and belongs to the lute family.  A valued member 

of the large Greek community 
in Tarpon Springs, Soffos 
upholds the proud heritage 
of the bouzouki player as 
custodian and guardian 
of traditional musical 
culture.  The bouzouki is 
regarded as the preeminent 
instrument of traditional and 
contemporary performance, 
requiring a delicate touch, 
subtle ornamentation, and 
command of both the lyrical 
traditions of Grecian music 
and the urban traditions 

of the bouzoukia, or Greek night clubs.  Soffos has been a 
student of the bouzouki since he was 15 years old, when he 
was sent to study with John Tatsapoulos, a master of the 
instrument.  Since that time, he has played in the bouzoukia 
of Washington D.C., New York, Chicago, Las Vegas, Los 
Angeles, Detroit, Miami, Nashville, and countless other 
cities, both in the U.S. and abroad.  Since returning to Tarpon 
Springs in the late 1990s, Soffos has become one of the most 
sought-after performers at local festivals and nightspots.  He 
is a mentor and supporter among the community of younger 
performers, and teaches through the City of Tarpon Springs 
Greek Arts Initiative, which encourages the preservation 
and practice of Greek community arts.
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2011 Florida Folk Heritage Awards

Bob Stone has been a practicing folklorist since 1990.  An 
engineer by training, he has worked with HistoryMiami, 
the Augusta Heritage Workshops, and the Florida Folklife 

Program. Now a self-
employed folklorist, Stone 
began documenting Florida’s 
traditional culture as a 
member of the Bureau of 
Florida Folklife in White 
Springs.  Specializing in 
documentary photography 
and media production, he 
has contributed to numerous 
projects that have enhanced 
our understanding of the 
state’s diverse folklife, 
including Florida Cattle 
Ranching: Five Centuries of 

Tradition, On My Way to Heaven, and the Voices of Florida 
radio series.  As a researcher skilled in documenting musical 
traditions, he has assisted with dozens of compilations 
from varied cultural communities, including multiple Sacred 
Steel Guitar albums and Music From the Sunshine State, as 
well as contributing segments to National Public Radio’s All 
Things Considered.  Additionally, he has penned essays for 
anthologies and other publications featuring notable Florida 
musicians and artists.  In 2010, his extensive research on the 
sacred steel guitar tradition culminated in the publication 
of Sacred Steel: Inside an African American Steel Guitar 
Tradition.  Stone has worked tirelessly for two decades as 
a passionate advocate and proponent of the folk arts in 
Florida, assisting numerous artists and musicians from all 
over the Sunshine State.
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Secretary of State Historic Preservation Awards
2011 Senator Bob Williams Award

David Ferro’s contribution to the preservation of Florida’s 
historic properties and sites began in 1978, when he started 
work at the Florida Department of State to document, 
research, and help plan the restoration of Florida’s historic 
capitol to its 1902 appearance. 

A registered architect since 
1979, over the next 30 years, 
until his retirement in 2010, 
Ferro served as the supervisor 
of the Bureau of Historic 
Preservation’s Architectural 
Preservation Services. In that 
role he oversaw the Florida 
Main Street Program, the 
Historic Preservation Tax 
Incentives Program, and later, 

the legislatively funded, Historic Preservation Grants-in-Aid 
Program, which has supported over 3,000 projects, reaching 
every county in Florida. He provided stewardship and 
supervised the ongoing care and repairs to the Call-Collins 
family home, The Grove. He provided technical assistance 
to the staffs of Florida State Parks and the National Park 
Service in projects such as the Cape Florida Lighthouse and 
the stabilization of Fort Jefferson in the Dry Tortugas. With 
1000 Friends of Florida, he contributed to the development 
of the projects and publications of Disaster Planning and 
Disaster Mitigation for Florida’s Historic Structures. 

His impact is statewide, but in Tallahassee, perhaps most 
strongly evidenced at Mission San Luis, with the historic 
reconstruction of the Castillo de San Luis, and the new 
Visitor and Education Center. From 1999 until his retirement, 
Ferro served as Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 
for Architectural Preservation Services.
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Secretary of State Historic Preservation Awards
2011 Mary Call Darby Collins Award

Dorothy Jenkins Fields, Ph. D. has devoted her life 
to increasing the awareness of south Florida’s African-
American history to a national level. A Miami native, Dr. 
Fields is responsible for the establishment of The Black 
Archives, History & Research Foundation of South Florida, 
Inc., the designation and restoration of Overtown’s landmark 
Lyric Theater and other historic sites, and the creation of 
the Miami-Dade Black Heritage Trail. 

A teacher and educator for Miami-
Dade County Public Schools for 
more than 30 years, Fields began 
her career in 1964 after graduating 
from Spelman College. She later 
earned a master’s degree in 
curriculum and instruction at the 
University of Northern Colorado, 
and a Ph.D. in 20th-century 
African-American history, historic 

preservation, and public history from The Union Institute in 
Cincinnati, Ohio.

In 1974, in preparation for the nation’s bicentennial, she 
began a search for curriculum materials on the black 
experience in South Florida. When she was unable to find 
any information about South Florida’s black history in any 
school or public library, she embarked on a journey that 
would become her lifelong professional mission.
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2011 Great Floridian Awards 

Thomas Alva Edison  
The American inventor, scientist, 
and businessman, Thomas 
Edison, first came to Fort Myers, 
Florida in 1885 while searching 
for the perfect material for the 
light bulb filament. For the next 
50 years, Edison and his wife 
Mina maintained their main 
residence in West Orange, New 
Jersey, and spent the winters 
and springs in Fort Myers. In 
the laboratory of his Fort Myers 
home, Edison experimented 

with using plant and tree fibers as a filament for his electric 
lights. Edison’s good friend Henry Ford followed close 
behind and purchased the neighboring property in 1915. 
Edison and Ford spent many winters working, talking and 
relaxing together in tropical southwest Florida. A decade 
after the inventor’s death in 1931, Edison’s widow willed their 
Florida home to the city. Today the Edison-Ford Winter 
Estates in Fort Myers, listed in the National Register of 
Historic Places, welcomes visitors to 20 acres of historical 
buildings, historic gardens, the Edison Botanic Research Lab 
and the Estates Museum. Restored buildings include the 
Edison Main House, Guest House, Caretaker’s House and 
the Ford House. The 1929 historic landscape includes the 
award winning Moonlight Garden. The Estates Museum has 
hundreds of inventions, artifacts and special exhibits. 
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2011 Great Floridian Awards

The Honorable Bob Graham
Daniel Robert “Bob” Graham 
was practically born into Florida 
politics on November 9, 1936, just 
a week after his father, Ernest 
“Cap” Graham was elected to the 
Florida Senate as an anti-corruption 
reformist. One of the most 
accomplished politicians in Florida 
history, Bob Graham never lost an 
election for office in more than four 
decades of public service at the 
local, state and national level. As a 
state legislator, two-term governor, 
and a three-term U.S. Senator, 

Graham has had a role in nearly every major public policy 
issue in modern Florida.  

After retiring from public service in early 2005, Graham 
spent the 2005-2006 academic year at Harvard University’s 
Kennedy School of Government. He is the author of 
America: The Owner’s Manual, a book that employs case 
studies of successful efforts by citizens to influence the 
political system. Graham also remains active in politics, 
serving on the Financial Crisis Inquiry Commission, and 
most recently, as co-chair of President Barack Obama’s 
BP Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill and Offshore Drilling 
Commission.     

Having personally witnessed Florida’s rise from a 
predominantly rural state to an economic and political 
juggernaut that is now the nation’s fourth largest state, in 
2008 he created the Bob Graham Center in Public Service 
at the University of Florida to train the next generation of 
Sunshine leaders. 
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2011 Great Floridian Awards

George Washington Jenkins
George Jenkins, founder of 
Publix Super Markets, Inc., 
began with virtually nothing, 
yet by sheer determination, 
he succeeded in forging an 
organization unlike any before. 
During his 88 years, Jenkins’ 
accomplishments were amazing 
– sometimes even to himself. 
In the midst of the Great 
Depression, he opened the first 
Publix store in Winter Haven, 
Florida. What began with one 
store would become the $24.3 

billion Fortune 100 company of today, with more than 1,000 
stores, providing jobs to more than 140,000 people in 
Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, Alabama, and Tennessee. 

From the beginning, Jenkins believed in profit sharing 
and employee ownership. Today, Publix is the largest 
employee-owned supermarket in the nation. To give the 
customer a better quality, more uniform product, Publix 
pioneered the prepackaging of vegetables and fruits. 
Publix strategies such as the deli department and bakery 
operations were innovative departures from the norm of 
early supermarketing. 

In 1966, he established the George W. Jenkins Foundation, 
funding the foundation with his own personal Publix stock. 
Now under the leadership of Carol Jenkins Barnett, Mr. 
Jenkin’s youngest daughter, the foundation, known today 
as Publix Super Markets Charities remains committed to 
serving the communities in which Publix operates. During 
his 59 years of leadership at Publix, Jenkins set the standard 
for customer service, employee relations, and community 
involvement.
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2011 Great Floridian Awards

The Honorable Toni Jennings
A native of Orlando, Toni 
Jennings began her professional 
career as a public school 
teacher at Killarney Elementary 
in Orange County. After 
two terms as a member 
of the Florida House of 
Representatives, Jennings was 
elected to the Florida Senate 
in 1980 to represent Central 
Florida and was re-elected 
subsequently, for 20 consecutive 

years. During her sixth term in office (1996-2000), Jennings 
was chosen by her peers to serve as Florida’s first, and only, 
two-term State Senate President. As Senate leader, she 
distinguished herself as a skilled consensus builder. She 
championed workforce development initiatives, created the 
state’s school readiness program, and was instrumental in 
establishing a system of accountability in public education. 

While dedicating more than 24 years to public service, 
she also successfully ran Jack Jennings & Sons, a family-
owned construction business. After 20 years leading the 
company, she stepped down to serve as Gov. Jeb Bush’s 
lieutenant governor from March 2003 until January 2007. 
As Lt. Governor, Jennings was a key figure in shaping the 
state’s agenda for educational excellence and for affordable, 
accessible healthcare. 
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2011 Great Floridian Awards

Governor Harrison Reed
In 1868, just five years after his 
arrival in Florida, Harrison Reed 
was elected as the state’s first 
Republican governor and its first 
governor following the Civil War. 
During his tenure, he had the 
challenge of trying to reinstate 
the state’s civil government 
and re-stablize the shattered 
financial and taxation system. 

Despite the problems, Reed continued to work for positive 
change in Florida. He tried to enfranchise freed slaves and 
introduce social reforms in the face of much hostility. He 
supported and implemented a public school system within 
all areas of the state, created facilities for the infirm, and 
established a state university that addressed a broad array 
of education interests. Under his leadership, schools in 
Florida expanded dramatically, and the students progressed 
significantly. He appointed Jonathan Clarkson Gibbs as 
Florida’s first African American Secretary of State in 1868.

Reed faced strong opposition during his term from 
Democrats and from a faction of Republicans who made two 
attempts to impeach him.  After leaving office, he served as 
editor of the Jacksonville Semi-Tropical Monthly Magazine, 
and later as the Jacksonville postmaster. His final act of 
public service was to represent Duval County in Florida’s 
House of Representatives in 1899 until his death on May 25, 
1899, in Jacksonville.
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2011 Great Floridian Awards

Nathaniel Pryor Reed
Over the last half century, 
Nathaniel Reed has 
distinguished himself as an 
environmental advisor to 
seven Florida governors 
from both political parties, 
and as Assistant Secretary 
of the Interior under 
Presidents Richard Nixon 
and Gerald Ford.  He 
has been a lifelong crusader on behalf of the Everglades. Mr. 
Reed’s public service career in Florida began in 1962, when he 
became involved in strengthening the policies regarding salvage 
and treasure leases in Florida’s territorial waters. In 1967, Reed 
accepted Governor Claude Kirk’s offer to serve as the state’s 
first Governor’s Environmental Counsel. Reed played a key role 
in opposing the Florida Jetport and the Cross Florida Barge 
Canal. Governor Bob Graham appointed Reed to serve on the 
South Florida Water Management District Governing Board, a 
position he held for 14 years, being subsequently reappointed 
by Governors Martinez and Chiles. 
 
Reed chaired the committee that developed the mechanisms 
to create and fund Florida’s ambitious state land acquisition 
programs which have protected more than 2.4 million 
acres of land. He co-chaired the committee which called 
for establishment of the Florida Greenaways program, and 
served on ELMS II, which led to the creation of Florida’s 
comprehensive plan and greater regional planning.  To this day, 
his leadership continues to transform the environmental culture, 
values and public policies of Florida.
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2011 Great Floridian Awards

Marshall E. “Doc” Rinker, Sr.
Marshall Edison “Doc” Rinker, Sr. 
came to Palm Beach County in 1926 
and started Rinker Rock & Sand 
Co. with a dump truck and a shovel. 
During the next four decades, 
Rinker expanded the business, 
which he renamed Rinker Materials 
Corporation, adding concrete block 
and cement production, and divisions 
for aggregate and real estate. By 
1988, Rinker Materials was the largest 

producer of ready-mix concrete and block in Florida, and 
Rinker sold it to CSR Limited, an Australian company.

Rinker was a leader of many state and national organizations 
in his industry and his community, including the National 
Ready Mixed Concrete Association, American Red Cross, 
YMCA, and Rotary International. During World War II, 
Rinker was a member of the Civil Air Patrol, which flew 
private planes out of West Palm Beach and Lantana in 
search of German submarines along the Florida coast.

Since its inception in 1968, Rinker supported Palm Beach 
Atlantic College, which awarded him an honorary doctorate 
and a Free Enterprise Award, and named its business 
school for him. The Kravis Center’s Rinker Playhouse was 
also named in his honor, as well as buildings at Stetson 
University and the University of Florida. The Palm Beach 
Post named Rinker the John D. MacArthur Business 
Leader of the Year in 1986. Rinker endowed the Marshall 
E. Rinker Sr. Foundation and the Marshall and Vera Lea 
Rinker Foundation to continue his giving to these and other 
institutions. 
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2011 Great Floridian Awards

The Honorable Jim Smith
Recognized for his remarkable 
leadership skills, Jim Smith 
has served the state of Florida 
in various roles since 1968. 
From 1979 to 1987, he served 
the state as Florida’s Attorney 
General, and from 1987 to 1995, 
and again in 2002 to 2003, 
as Florida Secretary of State.  
Smith served as the co-chair 
for the Florida Election Reform 
Task Force, on the Board of 
Regents for the State University 
System, and as Chairman of the 
Florida State University Board 
of Trustees. At the national level he worked extensively with 
Vice President Bush’s Drug Policy Task Force, as a member 
of the National Park System Advisory Board, and is currently 
serving on the Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill Legal Advisory 
Council as a pro bono legal advisor.

Smith has been recognized by many organizations for his 
work in the area of environmental and education issues, and 
the practice of law.

Currently working as counsel for Panza, Maurer & Maynard, 
LLP, and a shareholder for Smith & Ballard, his leadership, 
whether in government or the private sector, has been 
marked by his genuine concern for people and the citizens 
of Florida.
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2011 Great Floridian Awards

The Honorable Park Trammell
Park Trammell’s life and career 
embodied the growth and 
coming of age of Florida. 

He attended elementary school 
in Polk County and worked 
on the family farm and in a 
newspaper office. During the 
Spanish-American War, he was 
in the quartermaster service at 
Tampa. Trammell practiced law 
in Lakeland, where he also was 

a citrus grower and a newspaper owner and editor. In 1903, 
he was elected to the Florida House of Representatives, 
and was president of the 1905 Florida Senate. Trammell 
was elected attorney general in 1908 and governor in 1912. 
As governor, he successfully urged the passage of a law to 
control spending during election campaigns. He helped 
to establish a state tax commission to equalize property 
assessments among Florida’s counties, and championed the 
development of a statewide highway system by creating the 
State Road Department in 1915.  He was elected to the U.S. 
Senate in 1916 and served as Florida’s junior senator until his 
death in Washington, D.C., in 1936. In 1929, Florida Senators 
Trammell and Duncan U. Fletcher supported pioneering 
legislation for the establishment of the Everglades National 
Park. Senator Trammell is also remembered for the 
Vinson-Trammell Act of 1934 which laid the foundation for 
the modern US Navy, and for securing numerous naval 
installations for Florida that led to the development of 
Florida’s Intracoastal Waterway.
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Don’t Forget to Visit

Florida’s History Shop
Ground Floor, Museum Lobby

Featuring

2011 Book Award Winners and more...
Outstanding selection of Florida books, state 

seal gifts, “Florida” ties, ornaments, and 

even more than you expected...
  

Florida’s History Shops
3 Locations or shop online

www.floridashistoryshop.com
www.museumoffloridahistory.com
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Children’s Literature
Jan Godown Annino
She Sang Promise: The Story of Betty Mae Jumper, Seminole Tribal Leader 

Jan Godown Annino left rural New 
Jersey for Florida “at an age when a new 
pal with a retired circus clown Dad, and 
when colored floodlights flashing on 
white gravel yards at night, made a big 
impression.” Jan calls “the state scalloped 
by barrier islands” her literary home. She 
is a proud graduate of Sarasota County 
public schools and the University of Florida. Jan trailed two generations of 
her family into newspaper work. Later she focused more on books and on her 
photography. She and her family live in Tallahassee. 

Poetry
Carol Frost
Honeycomb 

Carol Frost is the author of nine collections of 
poems. She has received National Endowment 
for the Arts fellowships, PEN and Pushcart 
awards, the Elliston and the Poets’ Prize, and 
other honors. She holds the Alfond Chair of 
English at Rollins College.

2011 Florida Book Awards

Spanish Language
José Álvarez
Los Alamos del Parque

José Álvarez was born in Antilla, Cuba, in 
December 10, 1940. He holds a Ph.D. in Food 
and Resource Economics from the University 
of Florida, where he spent his entire academic 
career, retiring in 2003. He is a Professor 
Emeritus at UF. He lives in Wellington, Florida.
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General Fiction
Mark Mustian
The Gendarme 

Mark Mustian is an author, attorney, and city 
commissioner. He lives with his wife and their 
three children in Tallahassee, Florida.

Popular Fiction
William Culyer Hall
The Trouble with Panthers 

Hall, a native of Lakeland, is a fifth generation 
Floridian. After majoring in wildlife ecology at 
the University of Florida, he gleaned a wealth 
of experience in a variety of professions: U.S. 
Navy submariner, technical instructor, high 
school cross country coach (Florida Coach of 
the Year in 1988 and 1989). A lifelong naturalist, 
Hall began freelancing as an outdoor writer 
in 1997 and has published numerous feature articles and short stories. The 
Trouble with Panthers is his second novel.

Young Adult Literature
Christina Diaz Gonzalez
The Red Umbrella

Christina Diaz Gonzalez based this 
powerful novel on the experiences of her 
parents, and of the more than 14,000 other 
unaccompanied minors who came to the 
United States through Operation Pedro 
Pan. This mass exodus of children is a little-
known and fascinating piece of history, and 
Gonzalez has created a story that brings 
that history vibrantly to life. Gonzalez practiced law for several years before 
returning to her childhood passion for stories and writing. The Red Umbrella 
is her first novel. Christina Diaz Gonzalez lives in Miami, Florida, with her 
husband and two sons. You can visit her on the Web at www.christinagonzalez.
com.

2011 Florida Book Awards
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Florida Non-Fiction
Margaret Ross Tolbert
AQUIFERious 

Margaret Ross Tolbert is a painter and 
performance artist based in Gainesville, 
Florida. Over the last 20 years she has 
executed series of paintings, drawings 
and lithographs from studios in the U.S., 
France and Turkey. Her commissions 
include projects for series of paintings 
with residencies in Turkey, Azerbaijan and Oman, enabling her to continue 
her research for her series, Doors, and to study language and dance from the 
regions of the ancient trade routes. Another continuing focus is the Springs 
of North Florida, whose paradisiacal presence provides a sense of ideal 
destination and the exotic in the here- and-now that counterpoints the sense 
of passage, time and journey implicit in the Door paintings.

2011 Florida Book Awards

Visual Arts
Edited by Jason Steuber, Laura K. Nemmers, and Tracy E. Pfaff, with a 
foreword by Rebecca Martin Nagy.
Samuel P. Harn of Art at Twenty Years: The Collection Catalogue

Jason Steuber is Cofrin Curator of Asian Art, Laura K. 
Nemmers is Registrar, and Tracy E. Pfaff is Development 
Coordinator at the Samuel P. Harn Museum of Art, one 
of the largest university-affiliated art museums in the 
United States accredited by the American Association 
of Museums.
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Lifetime Literary Achievement
Carl Hiaasen

This year’s Florida Lifetime 
Achievement for Writing award 
winner, Carl Hiaasen, was born and 
raised and still lives in the state of 
Florida. A graduate of the University 
of Florida, at age 23 he joined 
The Miami Herald as a general 
assignment reporter and went on 
to work for the paper’s weekly 
magazine and later its prize-winning 
investigations team. Since 1985 
Hiaasen has been writing a regular 
column where he shines the light on 
the unique characters and political 
climate of our beloved Sunshine 
State. For his journalism and 
commentary, Hiaasen has received 

numerous state and national honors, including the Ernie Pyle Lifetime 
Achievement Award from the National Society of Newspaper Columnists 
for writing with “wit, style and an abiding sense of justice.” 

Hiaasen has produced a dozen novels, including the best-selling Tourist 
Season, Double Whammy, Native Tongue, Stormy Weather, Lucky You, 
Nature Girl and, most recently, Star Island.  He has published three 
books for young readers, including Scat, Flush, and the Newbery Honor 
award-winning Hoot.  The London Observer called him “America’s finest 
satirical novelist...the blazing conscience of the Sunshine State.” When 
the University of Florida Press nominated Carl Hiaasen for this award 
they noted that “If bestselling author Carl Hiaasen had never been born, 
we might have had to invent him.”

Hiaasen is also the author of two works of nonfiction, and two collections 
of his Miami Herald columns—which he still writes on a weekly basis, 
trying to keep Florida a paradise.

2011 Florida Book Awards
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2011 Florida Artists Hall of Fame Inductee

James F. Hutchinson

“James F. Hutchinson is an artist whose work evokes the native soul 
of Florida,” said Secretary of State Kurt S. Browning. “His long years 
of bringing Florida’s natural and historical landscapes to his easel, has 
forever placed these images in a context where our descendents will be 
able to appreciate the many wonders of our state.” 

A cultural landscape and historical narrative painter born in 1932 
and raised in Stuart, James F. Hutchinson’s award-winning images of 
Florida’s back country and native wildlife are held by national collectors, 
museums, libraries, and universities. One of the state’s finest master 
artists, he is particularly renowned for his early documentation of 
Seminole and Miccosukee Indian culture funded by the Arthur Vining 
Davis Foundation. Mr. Hutchinson’s years living among them in the 1960s 
produced the first paintings of tribal elders and their families at a time 
when Florida’s natives had not yet fully engaged mainstream society. 
This historically-accurate work is now in the permanent collections of 
HistoryMIAMI and the Elliott Museum in Stuart.  Commemorative prints 
of these were published in Florida’s Official Bicentennial Book, and 
given to international heads of state. His artwork has contributed to six 
Florida books and countless publications. Mr. Hutchinson’s later paintings 
and sculpture have been collected internationally, and he continues to 
receive commissions to depict the natural wonders of this state and of 
the State of Hawaii, where he also has an art studio. 
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2011 Florida Artists Hall of Fame Inductee

Johnny Tillotson

 “Johnny Tillotson’s career spans decades of writing and recording hit 
songs of American Popular Music that provide a well-remembered 
soundtrack to the lives of many Floridians,” said Secretary of State Kurt 
S. Browning. “His lifetime commitment as a sponsor and performer at 
benefit concerts and charity events has helped an untold number of 
people in this state and this country.”

Johnny Tillotson was born in Jacksonville in 1938 and grew up in Palatka. 
An internationally-known entertainer and recording artist, he represents 
the bedrock of early pop music and had many charted hits. His hit 
songs have been recorded by more than 100 popular artists, including: 
Elvis Presley, Dean Martin, Bobby Darin, Billy Joe Royal, Hank Locklin, 
and others. In his long career as a recording artist, he received many 
entertainment industry achievement awards. Mr. Tillotson’s career has 
taken him to worldwide fame. He released a long list of albums and 
sold millions of records worldwide. His standing on the Billboard Pop 
Charts of the Fifties and Sixties is legend. An early star of the American 
Bandstand show, his music has often been used in film and television, and 
he performed with all the major artists. He wrote and/or recorded many 
of that era’s top hits, and was one of the very first crossover artists of the 
Pop/Country field—also appearing on the Grand Ol’ Opry with the most 
popular Country Music artists. Mr. Tillotson still tours internationally and 
appears in many charity benefit concerts and telethons throughout this 
country. He is the recipient of the 2006 Alumni of Distinction Award from 
the University of Florida, his alma mater.
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Florida     	            
History
Florida     	            
History

M F H
MUSEUM of

Don’t Forget to Visit

On display through May 2, 2011

featuring our current exhibit
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The Friends of the Museums of Florida History, Inc.

wish to thank the following sponsors:

The Florida Book Awards

Anonymous Donors


